
 

St. John’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 
 

 

Welcome to our visitors! 
 

 It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word  

will fill your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in 

knowing that Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin. 

 

 Large print service folders are available from an usher. Assisted listening 

devices, including both ear bud and loop receivers for digital hearing aids,  

are also available from an usher.  

 

 Children’s service folders and worship notes are available in the round tract rack 

in the entry area. 

 

 Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back 

of the church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the 

worship service on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the 

mother’s room and in the room adjacent to the nursery. 

 

 Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area. 

 

 As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship 

Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center 

aisle. Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher. 

 

 Please join us for Bible class at 9:15 AM.  

The Expanded History of the Reformation: Fellowship Hall, lower level of church 

Bible Information Class: St. Matthew’s Room, lower level of church 

A staffed nursery is available during Bible class. 

 



Transfiguration 

 

February 25 & 26, 2017 
 

Jesus appears as the Son of God in glory. 
 

 

 

Prelude 

 

Opening Hymn O God of God, O Light of Light 

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 85 

Congregation will sing all staznas on Saturday and bold stanzas on Sunday 

 

C: O God of God, O Light of light, O Prince of peace and King of kings: 

 To you in heaven’s glory bright the song of praise forever rings. 

 To him who shares the Father’s throne, the Lamb once slain but raised again, 

 Be all the glory he has won, all thanks and praise! Amen, amen. 

 

 For deep in prophets’ sacred page, and grand in poets’ winged word, 

 Slowly in type, from age to age the nations saw their coming Lord; 

 Till through the deep Judean night rang out the song, “Goodwill to men!” 

 Sung once by firstborn sons of light, it echoes now, “Goodwill!” Amen. 

 

Choir: That life of truth, those deeds of love, that death so steeped in hate and scorn –  

 These all are past, and now above he reigns, our King first crowned with thorn. 

 Lift up your heads, O mighty gates! So sang that host beyond our ken. 

 Lift up your heads, your King awaits. We lift them up. Amen, amen. 

 

C: Then raise to Christ a mighty song, and shout his name, his glories tell! 

 Sing, heav’nly host, your praise prolong, and all on earth, your anthem swell! 

 All hail, O Lamb for sinners slain! Forever let the song ascend! 

 All hail, O Lamb enthroned to reign! All hail, all hail! Amen, amen. 

 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit.  

 

C: Amen.  
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CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, 

asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed 

you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 

good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry 

for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a 

sinner. 
 

 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning 

sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.  
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Prayer of the Day 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

C: And also with you. 

 

M: Let us pray. 

 Lord God, before the suffering and death of your one and only Son, you revealed his glory on 

the holy mountain. Grant that we who bear his cross on earth may behold by faith the light of 

his heavenly glory and so be changed into his likeness; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen.  
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Be seated 

THE WORD 

 

First Lesson Exodus 24:12, 15-18 

 

The light of the LORD’s glory settles on Mt. Sinai. 

 

 The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and stay here, and I will give you the 

tablets of stone, with the law and commands I have written for their instruction.” 

 When Moses went up on the mountain, the cloud covered it, and the glory of the LORD settled on 

Mount Sinai. For six days the cloud covered the mountain, and on the seventh day the LORD called to 

Moses from within the cloud. To the Israelites the glory of the LORD looked like a consuming fire on top 

of the mountain. Then Moses entered the cloud as he went on up the mountain. And he stayed on the 

mountain forty days and forty nights. 

 

Psalm of the Day Psalm 2 (see pg. 16) 

 

The psalmist prophesies about the Son’s glory. 

 

Second Lesson 2 Peter 1:16-21 

 

The New Testament writers were eyewitnesses of Jesus’ glory as the Son of God. 

 

 We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and coming of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. For he received honor and glory from God 

the Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, whom I love; 

                                                           
 
 2 Peter: As with 1 Peter, the apostle Peter identifies himself as the author of this letter. 2 Peter is 

somewhat different in style than 1 Peter, leading some to question a common author of the two books. 

This can be explained by noting that Silas likely served as a secretary for the writing of 1 Peter (1 Peter 

5:12), but Silas is not referenced in connection with 2 Peter. There are also similarities between 2 Peter 

and Jude that suggest one author borrowed from the other. 
 

In this letter, Peter focuses on equipping his readers to deal with false teachers within the church. He calls 

upon his own eyewitness testimony of events in Jesus’ life to establish his authority as a true preacher of 

the Word. He then assures his readers that in the last days, these false teachers will indeed come, but God 

will set all things right on the Last Day. The letter closes with an encouragement to “be on your guard” 

and “grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 5:17, 18). 
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with him I am well pleased.” We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we were with 

him on the sacred mountain. 

 And we have the word of the prophets made more certain, and you will do well to pay attention to 

it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 

Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own 

interpretation. For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they 

were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 

 

Verse of the Day  

 Alleluia, alleluia. A voice came from the cloud: “This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!” 

Alleluia. 

 

Please stand 

 

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

 

 

Gospel  Matthew 17:1-9 

 

The disciples see Jesus’ glory on the Mount of Transfiguration. 

 

 After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of James, and led them up a 

high mountain by themselves. There he was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and 

his clothes became as white as the light. Just then there appeared before them Moses and Elijah, talking 

with Jesus. 

 Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you wish, I will put up three shelters – one 

for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 

 While he was still speaking, a bright cloud enveloped them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This 

is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!” 

 When the disciples heard this, they fell facedown to the ground, terrified. But Jesus came and 

touched them. “Get up,” he said. “Don’t be afraid.” When they looked up, they saw no one except 

Jesus. 

 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus instructed them, “Don’t tell anyone what you have 

seen, until the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.”  
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Be seated 

 

Anthem (Sunday) O Love, How Deep, How Broad, How High 

Adult Choir by Hal H. Hopson 

 

 O love, how deep, how broad, how high,  

 Beyond all thought and fantasy, 

 That God, the Son of God, should take  

 Our mortal form for mortals’ sake! 

   

 For us baptized, for us he bore  

 His holy fast and hungered sore; 

 For us temptation sharp he knew;  

 For us the tempter overthrew. 

 

 For us he prayed; for us he taught;  

 For us his daily works he wrought, 

 By words and signs and action thus  

 Still seeking not himself, but us. 

 

 For us by evil pow’r betrayed,  

 Scourged, mocked, in purple robe arrayed, 

 He bore the shameful cross and death,  

 For us gave up his dying breath. 

 

 For us he rose from death again,  

 For us he went on high to reign; 

 For us he sent his Spirit here  

 To guide, to strengthen, and to cheer. 

 

 All glory to our Lord and God  

 For love so deep, so high, so broad;  

 The Trinity whom we adore  

 Forever and forevermore.   
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Hymn of the Day Down from the Mount of Glory  

    Christian Worship 97 

 

Sermon Matthew 17:1-9 

 

Life in the Presence of God 

 

Please stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

   maker of heaven and earth. 

  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

   born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

   was crucified, died, and was buried. 

  He descended into hell.  

  The third day he rose again from the dead. 

  He ascended into heaven  

   and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

   the holy Christian Church,  

    the communion of saints,  

   the forgiveness of sins,  

   the resurrection of the body,   

   and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Offering  

 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work in our community  

and around the world, and our offerings are a joyful response of our faith. If you are a  

visitor today, you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering. 

 

Please stand  
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Prayer of the Church for Transfiguration 

M: Glorious Father, on the Mount of Transfiguration you spoke from the cloud, calling us to listen 

to your Son. Open our ears to hear his Word and give us faith to believe it. Preserve us in your 

Church, built on the foundation of the apostles and the prophets. 

 

C: We have the word of the prophets made more certain and do well to pay attention to it, 

as to a light shining in a dark place. 

 

M: Radiance of God’s Glory, you made Peter, James, and John eyewitnesses of your majesty. 

Equip us to boldly proclaim your salvation to those in darkness. Use our schools to nurture 

children into a great cloud of witnesses who cannot help but speak about what they have seen 

and heard. 

 

C: We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of 

grace and truth. 

 

M: Author of Life, the appearance of Moses and Elijah reminds us that you are not the God of the 

dead but of the living. Comfort those who grieve for loved ones who have fallen asleep in 

Christ. Reassure them with the fact that you died to swallow up death and rose to give us 

eternal life. 

 

C: Let us know the power of your resurrection, confident that you will transform our lowly 

bodies so that they will be like your glorious body. 

 

M: Suffering Savior, even at your transfiguration you focused on your departure at Jerusalem. As 

we prepare to watch you carry your cross, strengthen us to carry our crosses. When we suffer, 

help us focus on you alone so that the devil may not have a foothold, and we may not despair. 

 

C: For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far 

outweighs them all. 

 

 Special prayers and intercessions may follow 

 

M: God of all grace, you have called us to your eternal glory in Christ. Make us strong, firm, and 

steadfast. 

 

C: To you be the power forever and ever! Amen.  
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Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come,  

  your will be done  

   on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins, 

  as we forgive those  

  who sin against us. 

 Lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  

 and the glory are yours  

 now and forever. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn     Jesus, Take Us to the Mountain (see pg. 17) 

     Christian Worship Supplement 712 

 

Please stand 

 

M: Lord Jesus Christ, God from God and Light from Light, in dazzling glory you revealed 

yourself to Peter, James, and John. We thank you for continuing to reveal your glory to your 

Church through your Word. Send your blessing upon this Word which has been spoken to us, 

and by your Holy Spirit increase our saving knowledge of you, that day by day we may be 

strengthened in your truth and remain steadfast in your grace; for you live and reign with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace. 

 

C: Amen.  
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FAREWELL TO ALLELUIA 
 

M: Brothers and sisters in Christ, when we next gather for worship, it will be Ash Wednesday, the 

 first day of Lent. On that day, we will begin our solemn journey to the Savior’s cross. While 

 the joy of faith remains undiminished throughout the year, our rejoicing during Lent is muted 

 and quiet. For centuries, therefore, Christian churches have omitted their most jubilant 

 songs during this season, including the word alleluia, which means “praise the Lord.” 

 With our closing hymn, we will say farewell to alleluia for a time. We do this to prepare 

ourselves for the quieter days of Lent. The alleluias will return on Easter dawn as we gather to 

shout our praise to the risen Lord. 

 

Be seated 

 

Closing Hymn Alleluia, Song of Triumph 

will 
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Announcements 

 

Postlude 

 

If you do not wish to take your service folder home, please place it in the basket so it can be reused. 

 

 

 

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved) 

Divine Service I. Texts revised from The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941. Music © 2002 Kermit Moldenhauer.  

“O God of God, O Light of Light” Text public domain. 

“O Love, How Deep” Text public domain. 

“Alleluia, Song of Triumph” Text public domain. Tune © 1967 Concordia Publishing House. 

“Holy, Holy, Holy” © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House.  

 

 

Readings for the Week of Transfiguration 

 

 M Luke 13:31-35…..……………………………………………. Genesis 13:7-19 

 T Luke 9:18-23…….….………………………………………... Luke 9:51-56 

 W Ash Wednesday 

 TH Luke 9:57b-62………………………………………………... Genesis 15:1-6 

 F Isaiah 58:5-12…………………………………………………Matthew 6:1-8 

 S Mark 9:14-29………………………………………………… Mark 6:45-52  
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Serving at Worship 
 

Preacher Pastor Joel Leyrer 

 

Presiding Minister Pastor Kyle Bitter 

 

Musicians Brian Kent, piano (Saturday) 

 Mandy Treder, piano (Sunday) 

 Matt Bahr, baritone (Sunday) 

 Ben and Kiara Ristow, trumpet (Sunday) 

 Kathryn Hendee, French horn (Sunday) 

 

Adult Choir Director Dr. William Braun 

 

Head Ushers Matt Bahr (Saturday) 

 Kerry Kuehn (8:00 AM) 

 Rick Yahn (10:30 AM) 

 

Greeters Peter & Sharon Trettin and Sharon Vander Veen & Barbara Weihing (8:00 AM) 

 Brian & Tracey Lampe and Dean & Shirley Smith (10:30 AM) 

 

 

 

In Our Prayers 
 

 Zachary Todor at Children’s Hospital, Barbara Schmelzer at Menomonee Falls Health Care 

Center, Sue Rader in hospice care at The Lutheran Home and Lucille Lambrecht in hospice 

care at her sister’s home. 
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Psalm 2 

 

 

 Why do the nations conspire 

  and the peoples plot in vain? 

 

 The kings of the earth rise up and the rulers band together against the LORD 

  and against his Anointed One. 

 

 Refrain 

 

 The One enthroned in heaven laughs; 

  the Lord scoffs at them. 

 

 He rebukes them in his anger and terrifies them in his wrath, saying, 

  “I have installed my King on Zion, my holy mountain.” 

 

 I will proclaim the LORD’s decree: 

  He said to me, “You are my Son; today I have become your Father.” 

 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit, 

 as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

 

 Refrain   
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Parents’ Preview for March 5 
 

The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,  

or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their 

children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.  

 

“Holy, Holy, Holy”  
 

This song of praise, sung immediately before the Words of Institution, echoes the words of the 

seraphim in Isaiah 6:3.  It reminds us that one day, we will sing perfect praises to our God in heaven. 

 

 


